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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

NASDOH’S 2025 PRIORITIES 

NASDOH brings together stakeholders from different geographic regions with expertise in health care, 

public health, social services, patient and consumer perspectives, information technology, and business 

to share learnings, develop policy recommendations, and build consensus on solutions to address SDOH. 

NASDOH’s work focuses on improving regulatory and reimbursement frameworks, supporting funding 

opportunities, and addressing practical challenges to implementing and sustaining public and private 

sector efforts to address SDOH.  

In 2025, the Alliance was guided by six policy priorities, which were updated at the beginning of the year 

to reflect the changing policy landscape, including the beginning of a new presidential administration. In 

addition to placing a strategic emphasis on key activities to shape the policy landscape in alignment with 

the coalition’s three overarching goals, the Alliance responded to relevant proposed rules, requests for 

information, and other comment opportunities to shape policies being developed and advanced by the 

executive and legislative branches. 

Priority 1: Address food and nutrition security as a critical component of improving the health 

and wellbeing of all Americans. 

 

Priority 2: Support expanding important supplemental benefits by encouraging Medicare 

Advantage (MA) plans to propose innovations that improve the health and wellbeing of Medicare 

beneficiaries.  

Priority 3: Support flexibilities and waivers that build on current federal Medicaid funding and 

allow states to provide non-medical services that improve the health of millions of Americans 

enrolled in Medicaid. 

 

Priority 4: Support research on improving health and health outcomes that is actionable, 

measurable, community-oriented, equitable, sustainable, and integrated.  

Priority 5: Develop and test a new payment model that focuses on addressing the health and 

wellness of rural populations including through addressing non-medical drivers of health.  

Priority 6: Remove barriers to braiding, blending, and pooled funding to support the ability of 

states and communities to address whole person health more efficiently and effectively. 

KEY ACTIVITIES IN 2025 

In 2025, we proactively sought common ground on policy proposals with both executive and legislative 

priorities, engaged with policymakers to influence the development and implementation of federal 
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policies related to upstream drivers of health, and responded to federal policy opportunities to advance 

the Alliance’s collective goals. Additionally, we made progress towards our policy priorities and 

advanced work in our key workstreams, positioning us well for continued progress in 2026.  

ADVOCACY EFFORTS 

In January, NASDOH sent a letter to the incoming Trump Administration providing six recommendations 

on steps the Trump Administration can take to support he health and wellbeing of Americans. These 

recommendations aligned with NASDOH’s 2025 policy priorities and aimed to identify common ground 

with the Administration on their goal of reducing chronic disease and improving health by addressing the 

underlying causes of poor health. NASDOH also used these recommendations to conduct outreach to 

congressional offices at the start of the 119th Congress. Some of this outreach was intended to introduce 

NASDOH to key players in the House of Representatives and the Senate, while other outreach was 

targeted based on members’ policy record and potential to serve as partners on NASDOH priorities. 

Throughout the year, NASDOH met with several congressional offices to support policies to address 

upstream drivers of health. During the Q1 NASDOH Full Alliance meeting, NASDOH was joined by a 

member of Senator Dan Sullivan’s (R-AK) health staff to discuss the reintroduction of the Utilizing National 

Data, Effectively Reforming Standards and Tools, to Address Negative Determinants of Health 

(UNDERSTAND) Act. NASDOH previously supported the UNDERSTAND Act and prepared a letter of support 

to Senator Sullivan’s office. In Q2 and Q3, NASDOH engaged with Representative Vern Buchanan’s (R-FL) 

health staff on Food is Medicine and opportunities to use Medicare Advantage supplemental benefits to 

address upstream drivers of health. When Rep. Buchanan introduced the Veterans Nutrition and Wellness 

Act of 2025, which would create a program to pilot medically tailored meals for qualifying veterans, 

NASDOH released a statement of support. NASDOH also developed an educational memo summarizing 

evidence supporting the use of supplemental benefits to address health-related social needs and improve 

health outcomes and shared it with congressional offices. 

In addition, NASDOH released the following materials for policymakers and stakeholders in 2025: 

• SDOH and Health IT Document: NASDOH created a resource that explains the opportunities and 

risks associated with collecting and using data on non-medical needs to improve health outcomes 

while maintaining patient privacy and data security. This document was developed after a 

member identified a need for a resource on SDOH and Health IT.  

• Food and Nutrition Authorities Memo: With increased interest in nutrition at the Department of 

Health and Human Services, NASDOH released a memo detailing policy levers available to HHS to 

address food and nutrition beyond the food assistance programs administered through the 

Department of Agriculture. The HHS Administration for Children and Families (ACF) implemented 

one of NASDOH’s recommendations by announcing the availability of one-time supplemental 

funding to enhance nutrition services and promote healthy eating for children and families 

enrolled in Head Start programs. This new funding can be used broadly by Head Start programs 

to improve or expand their nutrition services and support healthy eating. The announcement 
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included four categories into which funding requests may fall: food service upgrades; materials, 

supplies, and equipment; nutrition education resources; and/or non-recurring personnel costs. 

• Comments on FY 2026 CMS Proposed Rules: NASDOH submitted comments on several CMS 

proposed payment rules, including the Fiscal Year (FY) 2026 Prospective Payment System for 

Skilled Nursing Facilities (SNF) Proposed Rule (comment letter to the SNF proposed rule here), FY 

2026 Inpatient Rehabilitation Facility (IRF) Prospective Payment System and Updates to the IRF 

Quality Reporting Program Proposed Rule (comment letter to the IRF proposed rule here), and 

the FY 2026 Hospital Inpatient Prospective Payment Systems (IPPS) for Acute Care Hospitals and 

the Long-Term Care Hospital (LTCH) Prospective Payment System Proposed Rule (comment letter 

to the IPPS and LTCH proposed rule here). In the letters, NASDOH reiterated support for including 

SDOH measures and SDOH patient assessment data elements in quality reporting programs and 

emphasized the importance of understanding and addressing the non-medical drivers of health 

as a component of value-driven care. NASDOH responded to CMS’ requests for information (RFIs) 

on potential new quality measures evaluating well-being and nutrition, highlighting that the 

existing five domains in the standardized SDOH patient assessment data elements support a 

comprehensive approach to addressing the underlying causes of chronic disease and poor health 

outcomes. 

• Comments on CY 2026 Physician Fee Schedule: NASDOH submitted comments on CMS’ calendar 

year 2026 Physician Fee Schedule (PFS) and Hospital Outpatient Prospective Payment System 

(OPPS) Proposed Rules. In its comments, NASDOH voiced support for CMS’ proposal to address 

upstream drivers of chronic disease through a new Ambulatory Specialty Model, particularly the 

inclusion of Improvement Activity 1 – Connecting to Primary Care and Ensuring Completion of 

Health-Related Social Needs (HRSN) Screening. This model, including the HRSN screening, was 

finalized in the recently released PFS final rule. In the OPPS comment letter, NASDOH reiterated 

support for the Screening for Social Drivers of Health (SDOH) and Screen Positive Rate measures 

for the Hospital Outpatient Quality Reporting (OQR), ASC Quality Reporting (ASCQR), and the 

Rural Emergency Hospital Quality Reporting (REHQR) programs. NASDOH also reiterated support 

for the standalone G code for SDOH risk assessment, which CMS retained and modified in the final 

rule. Read the PFS comments here and the OPPS comments here. 

• Comments on CMS’ RFI on the Health Technology Ecosystem: NASDOH submitted comments to 

CMS and the Assistant Secretary for Technology Policy/Office of the National Coordinator for 

Health Information Technology (ASTP/ONC) in response to an RFI on the health technology 

ecosystem. NASDOH’s comment letter built on previous work by NASDOH and the CARIN Alliance 

on SDOH data interoperability, and highlighted opportunities to harness SDOH data securely and 

responsibly to achieve interoperability and improve health outcomes. Read the letter here. 

• NASDOH also conducted outreach to the CMS Innovation Center to discuss opportunities to 

address the non-medical drivers of health within new CMMI models, including developing a model 

to address SDOH among rural populations. NASDOH staff met with CMMMI staff in December to 

discuss NASDOH’s recommendations related to utilizing CMMI to advance efforts to address 

SDOH, including opportunities in Medicare, Medicare Advantage, and Medicaid. NASDOH staff 

also encouraged CMMI to consider opportunities to address SDOH in rural communities.  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2shQV04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/ZV*113/d2shQV04/VVGtL06qW8xBW6bW63K8vMyfJW824bMN5yr9PpN2XT74P5nXHCW7Y9pgv6lZ3lvW8QGgBt73b6FDW7hBC903zLJ-2W568Jr34_MkfZW7qBqzK4KRgLPW2S75Qv2XnSjXW673Xnd7MDWtlW4cDcMk98c3mXW4PVrX83nrVnrW5sQF6g259RGRW416fKC4s4sbcW38skMP6ZbwntW2wvr256zTNJHW2xN-H96gX8cPT2M7g5k9ZZPW98hzW_1hfqt2VWTrPJ4-VB6RN2d0fWzG97zMW1_dzLz9gjwJgVL6j3y8B8XHnW7qqTTb51G_BKV16dF47y2yGMVlHmZK1L7Qm-W1CnHg41rX1JfW3cWKNQ7FMnz3W75dF5P32lDhtVQN0TK8zJQ0-W7H18755Fjb65W6wdFjK2ylfCzVFfkp71PN7B_W37s38r6N0LkZW2jTVdp4P-lZqW8TB13q94DSsLV3kd7L1zWD1rW53rKLq8ynDgJW7xvN698x-75BN44CF3DX_2yVW7n1yLN6QvTZ8W66HcfB6k0jdtW3MMQLG3T3CXfW475tWs7C8RxdW3d-_hq8yBwVNW2N4rVH2yhzjwf1GB07g04__;Kw!!NwMct28-Ww!LF_yClMDRCtJoVCPARkM4owiZ5hlXG6fSVFvKuGqPUtUCtRfsHMgbSAj_c3hqrMKN0nMfOVHlP9uRuy-KUiequQ6phoWUqtO$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2shQV04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/ZV*113/d2shQV04/VVGtL06qW8xBW6bW63K8vMyfJW824bMN5yr9PpN2XT73j5nXHCW50kH_H6lZ3l0W2dPH7x8J7HYLW1wbMpW3Ng6hrW10_5TW1pJCY7W8cfspS3xPJsxW4fMvf69m2M6BW7cZMWy1sJQDZW75Cklc5sYd7SW5DN-2r2x5RysW8vm-Pj1NBpWDW4-N59D7S8kf9W1hfXrv5qB8S2W56CCFn2NwG0XW7wxXjg6NkZJxW2ZhXxZ30RnXBW4pzsvm4bnYmbW5j8VG462PqZ9VV3XnX7SFTVMW3MW5Ks1g05WpW4zrW848V9zV7W4G96q12RdtfKW5Zl6Hv6MMDgJW7hzYbP6kPVYcW1cf3LT29tBpkVJGsry6wxtxnN7X6hrsZW7BqW591K8J4VfCmcW23vZsV7NpyhdW1Xk2Bp9kbjt0W84_MnS80FtWSW7T3q-35LG03dW3Hsgyd6ZP8krW2J-8948-9WmDf53lL-d04__;Kw!!NwMct28-Ww!LF_yClMDRCtJoVCPARkM4owiZ5hlXG6fSVFvKuGqPUtUCtRfsHMgbSAj_c3hqrMKN0nMfOVHlP9uRuy-KUiequQ6pod_qbUq$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2shQV04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/ZV*113/d2shQV04/VVGtL06qW8xBW6bW63K8vMyfJW824bMN5yr9PpN2XT74P5nXHCW7Y9pgv6lZ3nsW2N-p808nHxYNW5YWvwt3HjY9yW4MXYzC18p3j4W607-_j3F9D-HW6r9T025MMbgNW1k6qh_3Qtw-_W1Nwsqp3wqlWxW1WZHz16yjyFpVPwDS-7Q5VlnW1nXKXj89wgm6W5xQNkx6htKPGW6xYKwc5NYjwQW1DgQhd8W1mvzW6CLSRt2rBKKnV-nC9-5MM6Y3W4CywfL5-h4nJW4BGVBP1svTQdW2jXMzm2xzHNfW5-ptpv8CfFjqW5zBWSF19WbNDVGh5bD1NWTFFW1QzJzN7tJhh6W3TGlz53fXL9xW77V9ts44pqBcW580q1y2tQvJSW2GFbww8wWPPlW4dCvYC97NndZW8qnjq42N7hFnW2XJqD-8HtCGtW726RMC8BmWXsVmgV2C8h4JlTW4lcNTb9cd5zQW6g1btw4zNH9QW71mdrR5Rw19TN59mxq62b6y7W2BbnbD8GHs-MW1-yYJJ1SFVYxW6NSStl8v23y7W93Cgl28546BMW6S8X-68tsYyTW50mNys5pycyFW85KFRz7lXTVBdKRjWC04__;Kw!!NwMct28-Ww!LF_yClMDRCtJoVCPARkM4owiZ5hlXG6fSVFvKuGqPUtUCtRfsHMgbSAj_c3hqrMKN0nMfOVHlP9uRuy-KUiequQ6plcwSTe8$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2shQV04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/ZV*113/d2shQV04/VVGtL06qW8xBW6bW63K8vMyfJW824bMN5yr9PpN2XT73j5nXHCW50kH_H6lZ3mnW4gsGJj3zmMF-VRPGdz87XthZW2MX-Tr3m_LGfW8yZmD91kWRvCW5Y4yhW7gMJl8W6RMXHR6gQRKbW34HGpT7h_xj9W4jtbX71GYngKW23xWRt7rTXXBW5Q3NJs8BvBTVW861G3P2dM_z0W1yLbzZ76_JTnN4xQXDBLbWlnW4bDz486DnWkgW3CRbfd5Kq0jlW75ZzDw4_Q3GdW8Cj9WV3P5YnXW5kzVLs3XShrgW1k02mV37tLK3W71XTct1G0zVsW5Lz3YR4yz59FW4tCydc1HMYv3W7c8DQ-2Fyq8yT7GS41GK3J4N6cqM8wh8rXfW4P30rz789tzlW7pgd671CgJS5W48NjzQ2vDlQWW8d60Dc7q7sp_W1sQcXh7Xrs_rW1cz3h21yLzMSVj3yRs2VrD_vf2759wF04__;Kw!!NwMct28-Ww!LF_yClMDRCtJoVCPARkM4owiZ5hlXG6fSVFvKuGqPUtUCtRfsHMgbSAj_c3hqrMKN0nMfOVHlP9uRuy-KUiequQ6pkTiZ9Vh$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2shQV04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/ZV*113/d2shQV04/VVGtL06qW8xBW6bW63K8vMyfJW824bMN5yr9PpN2XT74P5nXHCW7Y9pgv6lZ3q3W8N7tkm3t_Q9FW7Fmx4W6VNXb2W8Vqsrk1Cx0VZW8pl61z4fL5JVVVbhts89KXFnW3_2tWr6QCLczW3K-YJk7MMg2zW2-cLrP3M43tgVmxW5X5G0mMjW6Y4vMv6f78MkW8pXWq96_SJXhN4Z7WyphBMdCW7X726044fqmJW6SZ0Jg3xcPB6W90mR2T4zyvK1W5FkCyl50T_zRN8bX9SjcGtdRVRsbC-5c2KgpN595BV2TzqgwW9dfntY1FxvpXW4bKRpT5jJLL_W3PgSz67CwTjCW6Px7Mz8rc-cJW6WQrc828KSYYW5-9HGC5j1LlXW1f2Pj93qBXzdW3Lp_m25Csm1ZW8Bbb4J4CNl8nV2C8xw2ns09dVLH0b92mTJKWW7TDM-j2kKyG6VKMxm55Gn4KGW98d8qL1MyYSgW4M8bdQ6dVvNpW1XXxXV4ZNvKWW4jvFS94PdCNnW9513461d-LFZVVGbH02671g8W5LB7F_2qRSKrW6vW4t-8sDnZjVYRy6b7RYrnWV7JVNz1HC_ZkdbdMpY04__;Kw!!NwMct28-Ww!LF_yClMDRCtJoVCPARkM4owiZ5hlXG6fSVFvKuGqPUtUCtRfsHMgbSAj_c3hqrMKN0nMfOVHlP9uRuy-KUiequQ6pujV5bup$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2shQV04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/ZV*113/d2shQV04/VVGtL06qW8xBW6bW63K8vMyfJW824bMN5yr9PpN2XT73C5nXHCW5BWr2F6lZ3kqW2jm0w24C8ljcW4Cpg_n1kcfnwW1V5Y2X49bf0kW70lkjX70rvd3W65hDmz2DP2fBW2lccql5bbyHHW69QQhD4VPNL9W74grsr4QDRg1W959Fch6bv3R2W3gHhX-2K8Xs5W3nY9N08_j2ZrW2KnM5c36sPJnVrjtRp2H318RW1z-78D1-5l5cW6P6RZR5gx3LcW8FW4jM5-WL2YW4-HvRk1qPG-VW55r_GD2J552mW76WMNV8nZ82_W8f2_BV8zPVGPN6g9WHQTjzL8W6Dnv5Y78zJJ_W1xQvsz1CQy4DW1q-jMh12RpDzW6bX40Z3BCPS2W5w8VVY8zvH-WVYrXz37C5jnvW44kjQ65t7MsNW1_f50B94jhXQW2SNqF_4TB68RW8Kvn7t3vzRy0W7rcTkZ5QfyXRW1YzcSP3Qxrg1W4lkpbp21X6nCf2ZYjmz04__;Kw!!NwMct28-Ww!LF_yClMDRCtJoVCPARkM4owiZ5hlXG6fSVFvKuGqPUtUCtRfsHMgbSAj_c3hqrMKN0nMfOVHlP9uRuy-KUiequQ6pnU-4dQR$
https://nasdoh.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/NASDOH-CMS-CY-2026-PFS-Comment-Letter.pdf
https://nasdoh.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/NASDOH-CMS-CY-2026-OPPS-Comment-Letter.pdf
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2shQV04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/ZV*113/d2shQV04/VVGtL06qW8xBW6bW63K8vMyfJW824bMN5yr9PpN2XT73C5nXHCW5BWr2F6lZ3m4W8hQtB06RXPxBN6t2kPwR5RxMW94pkS73NzVQXW2hpYLy4rBT2XN5swcfDx7g2CV_ks_148KqHRW5WvNm58rf35LW444Cs95hbWSFW7JM1xy7796XvW8tyCB943Mr_fW3xLPKb1mRzvNW2btNR65TGtcjVwdSkp97lBN2Mvvv3KLn_hkW8Q2P4f2GWpKNW4pSC2G1hzxJBW3V2WzG3gy5dKVy7ydc8r02V1VThKSS5kR4Z9V4qjjx2Cq4GnW1-l3bm562DmjW45xYFj1VJXBHW34F91H8XDWrrN97CHGZ4fKwpW6BRPMN2cvrgQW82dw047HMYFgW8sttpw4jQjqLN5Q3Lrzz7jj9VKP1Y26wYMTNW6grb5s34VZWjW3hgV1N36m2wCW5CzZQh23McGdW3gjP4X6G6P8bW2jZNG96RM5F5f8cMDkq04__;Kw!!NwMct28-Ww!LF_yClMDRCtJoVCPARkM4owiZ5hlXG6fSVFvKuGqPUtUCtRfsHMgbSAj_c3hqrMKN0nMfOVHlP9uRuy-KUiequQ6poQJ4Vl6$
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CROSS-SECTOR SHARED LEARNINGS 

In 2025, NASDOH shifted to having full alliance meetings each quarter. NASDOH’s 2025 member meetings 

focused on creating opportunities for both members and non-members to share innovative programs and 

learnings from their work. During the Q1 Full Alliance meeting, members shared recent updates from their 

work, including information on the Collective to Strengthen Pathways for Health Research, a program led 

by the Doris Duke Foundation seeking to bring greater attention and resources for breakthrough health 

research to improve how disease is prevented and addressed. The Texas NMDOH Consortium also shared 

their work on Catalyzing SDOH Healthcare Integration. During the Q2 Full Alliance meeting, NASDOH 

welcomed two public health organizations as members, Healthy Alliance and Public Health Solutions, and 

invited them to share about their work and how they interact with health-related social needs. During the 

Q3 Full Alliance meeting, NASDOH members discussed implementing the congressional reconciliation 

package, including implications for Medicaid programs. Carter Kimble from Health Management 

Associates, and Tricia McGinnis from the Center for Health Care Strategies joined the meeting to share 

the state perspective. During the Q4 Full Alliance meeting, NASDOH members conducted a 2025 recap 

and discussed the work plan for 2026. 

SDOH THOUGHT LEADERSHIP 

In 2025, NASDOH evolved with the shifting policy landscape to use language and terminology that 

minimized partisan divisions and complemented the federal government’s efforts to focus on nutrition, 

chronic disease, and wellbeing.  

In December, NASDOH released an issue brief and held a webinar on addressing upstream drivers of 

health in the current policy environment. The issue brief includes key insights on how stakeholders can 

continue to advance these efforts in Medicaid and Medicare. In the issue brief, NASDOH drew on the work 

of Alliance members to demonstrate how health systems and public health organizations can embed 

screening and referrals for health-related social needs into their services.  

Aligned with the release of the issue brief, NASDOH also conducted a webinar in December, in which 

NASDOH staff emphasized the opportunities for stakeholders to address SDOH within the current policy 

landscape. The Social Interventions Research and Evaluation Network (SIREN), a NASDOH strategic 

partner, presented information on the state of evidence for HRSN interventions and evidence that can be 

used to support new efforts. Health Management Associates also joined the webinar to discuss the policy 

landscape for states.  More than 450 people registered for the webinar and received the materials, 

including individuals working for national, state and local governments, health care providers, payers,  and 

community based organizations.  

https://nasdoh.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/HRSN-Issue-Brief-1.pdf
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LOOKING AHEAD 

Across administrations of different parties and changes in control of Congress, NASDOH has worked with 

policymakers to advance policy to improve the health and wellbeing of Americans. NASDOH remains 

committed to supporting the widespread adoption of effective policies and programs to address these 

upstream drivers of health, as well as health-related social needs (HRSNs). Addressing the underlying 

causes of poor health outcomes and improving the health and wellbeing, not just medical care, of 

Americans is not a partisan issue.  

In 2026, NASDOH will be guided by a workplan that builds on the policy priorities and work of 2025, 

including advocacy on innovative payment models within the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 

Innovation, allowing Medicare Advantage plans to provide high-quality supplemental benefits to 

additional seniors, and providing flexible authorities for states to address HRSNs within Medicaid 

programs. We look forward to working together to pursue policies that address social determinants of 

health, promote access to supportive services, and strive for a healthier America across all 

demographics. 
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ABOUT US 
Founded in 2018 by Governor Mike Leavitt and Dr. Karen DeSalvo, NASDOH is a multi-sector coalition 
of stakeholders working to advance widespread adoption of effective policies and programs to address 
health-related social needs as well as the underlying social and economic conditions in which people 
live—often called social determinants of health (SDOH). NASDOH brings together stakeholders from 
different geographic regions with expertise in health care, public health, social services, patient and 
consumer perspectives, information technology, and business to share learnings, develop policy 
recommendations, and build consensus on solutions to address SDOH. NASDOH’s work focuses on 
improving regulatory and reimbursement frameworks, supporting funding opportunities, and 
addressing practical challenges to implementing and sustaining public and private sector efforts to 
address SDOH. Click here for more information. 

 
Co-Founders 

Dr. Karen DeSalvo 
Governor Michael O. Leavitt 

STEERING COMMITTEE 

 

GENERAL MEMBERS 

 

STRATEGIC PARTNERS 

 

https://nasdoh.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/NASDOH-About-Us-2024.pdf

